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to the genius of the Hebreu Rae 
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of probably is, becauſe compaſſion, — 
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ceſſarily implys great affection; and the 
truth. of this beldoubted, when exer- 
cis d by a kind father to his own off- 
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Pix * then is a tender emotion of 
love and: concern, expreſs de to ſuch! as 
are apprehended to be either liable to; dr 
actually under. miſery and diſtreis, in dif 
ferent degrees, according to the relation the 
abject: ſtands in to us. or the 'meaſute! of 
the diſtreſs, c. attended with ca painful 
deſire and vigorous endeavour to prevent 
the diſtant but approaching evil, and re- 
moventhe / pręſent; and if the removal of 
it be dut of our power, to leſſen and abate 
it; or at leaſt in the a tendereſt mer do 
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Tux object about which. pity is 
concern d, is either in danger of miſery, 
ot cathualty under it. And for this fea- 
e Janet, when he de? 
ſcribes God to be very pitiful, adds as an 
explichtion of that character, and of tender 
mercy* Now tis acknowledg d by all, that 
mercy is goodneſs expreſs d to the miſera- 
ble. Evil may be conſider'd as future or 
preſent ; future referring either to what a 
perſon may be obnoxious and liable to in 
another fate Thus one who is unhap⸗ 
pily engag'd in a courſe of ſin, to which 
God has in his word threatned eternal pu- 
ni ſhment, has during his impenitence every 


moment hanging over his head miſery and 


deſtruction; and ſuch ati one (if any does) 
calls for our greateſt compaſſion: Or to 


what we may have reaſon to fear we are 


in imminent hazard of falling under in 215 
fh. Evil may be farther conſider'd, as 
relating immediately to the mind, and 
will take in the uneaſineſs which arifes 
from a ſenſe of guilt, fear of our not having 
a right to the tree of life , and the like; 
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and death: or to outward and exter- 
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our relatives and friends, aer their remo- 
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we feel a peculiar cans and concern: 
this is call'd natural aſſection, and riſes 
in a proportion anſwerable to the nearneſs 
of the relation; Ar 4 father pitteth his 
children. And tis no wonder that a Kind 
and affectionate parent ſhould- « hers 
in himſelf the rendereſt emotion 'of 

and concern to his diſtreſſed child, wh 
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aihuring. and a part of himſelf: And the 
want of this tenderneſs has been look d up- 


on as unnatural and deſerving blame in 

ages, by the wiſeſt and beſt of Men; 
be acknowledg d, that they 
have frequently found fault (and juſtly 
too) with the not conducting it aright. 


- P 4 ſhould bear 4 proportion ſujrable 
to the nature and quality of the evil which 
occaſions it, accordi 


dy : whatever therefore directly tends to 
render that really miſerable, moſt reaſona- 
bly demands our greater compaſſion. And 
ſince; the concernments of another world. 
of everlaſting ineſs or eternal puniſſi- 
ment, are without doubt of the laſt impor- 
tance, the higheſt pity ſhould -unqueſtio- 
nably be expreis d to ſuch, as we are fare 


thro a vicious courſe ( if ſincere 


tance prevent it not) will be for ever un- 


done. In this reſpect the generality of 
men are apt unhappily to miſtake; When 


they ſee any in their own nature (eſpecial- 
fg, ſuch as — nearly related to as in 
4: languiſhing condition, or under the an- 
2 tormenting pain, they feel in them- 

lves the ſtirring of the tendereſt bowels,” 
(and very commendably).;// and. yet at ano- 
ther. time they can look perhaps on the 
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under due and proper regulation. To 
e greatly a flight, and per- 
an imagina evil, is inc and 
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What is fitting and proper in the caſe. What 
the apoſtle. James lays of faith, unattend- 
ed with. works, is Joftly applicable to our 
preſent; argument. If A brother, or ſiſter, 
be, 78 aud 9 4 of daily: food, a 
ane of vou ſay uuto them, depart in peace, 
be yon arm d and fell d; a 72 
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needful to the body ʒ what doth it profit ? 
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4 make, 4s 101 be. dipos'd by 2 diſtrels d 
object, to feel che emotion of tenderneſs 
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in the dafs of our r, and eyen 
call in the aſſiſtances of others: and rhe 
deſire of relieving the diſtreſꝰ d. which at- 
tends compaſſion, ſeems to be painful, for 
the ame reaſon +; that when we find our 
own uncafinefs remoy'd, or leffer'd in pro- 

ortion to the removal or abatement of 
diſtreſs in the perſon we compaſſionate, 
we might clearly fee that our own happi- 
neſs, and our aſſiſting (as far as we are 
able) the miſerable, are inſeparably con- 
nected together. . by 


Ir the evil which moves compaſſion 
be at a diſtance, and its' near approach ap- 
prehended; he who feels the affection of 


dender pity, conſiders whether there is no 
ity 


probability of eſcape ; and (if there be) what 
methods are to be'taken for that * ole ; 
and not only propoſes them, but * his 
kind aſſiſtance effectually to prevent the 
coming danger; and at the fame time uſes 
.. N Skill to abate the force of 4 
oke, by repreſenting that Fear (as 'othe! 
btb J) Eres be a 50000 the 
reaſon and truth of things; and that fre- 
quently the actual undergoing of the evil 
drèaded, is not by far ſo tormenting as the 
fear of it, attended with the dreſs of hor- 
ror, that a lively and affected imagination 
will clothe it with. When the evil is 
actual * preſent, he induſtriouſly endea- 
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yours to remove it; and not only employs 
what is in his power for that end, but af: 
fectionately engages the skill and abilites of 
others; and if he is ſo unhappy as not to 
ſucceed, he adminiſters in the moſt. tender 
manner, what may abate and leſſen its force, 
and ſupport the mind under it. Thus ha- 
ving diſcours d in general of pity, and the 
higheſt Inſtance of the exerciſe of it, in a 
55 father to his children ; ; 1 proceed, 


II. To conſider the companteivs view of 
it which our text gives; Jo the Lord Rai 
eth them that. fear him. i N 


3 0 the Ford, * ſtands 8 to us as 


father: Vor 1 am; @ father to Hrael, and 


Ephraim js, my Ar ſt-born *.;\ daubrleſ5, thou 


art our father, tho Abraham be. 1gnor ant. 


of ur, and Iſrael acknowledge us not; thou, 
Lord, art ou. futher, out redeemer, 
thy name is from everlaſting} who is the 
ſource, and original of all that tenderneſs 
which earthly parents have to their children 
and muſt therefore be conceivd to hay 
greater to his; ; who is the Lord Jehovah, 
without bt inning and without end, immuta· 
* ns e mercy ee for ever d. ; 
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So the Lord pitieth. This che ſcrip- 


vn ture . in the ſtrongeſt ex preſſions, 
nder not only by pity 5 and in his ty he re- 
Qrce deem'd them * : Then will the Lord be Jea- 
N lou for his land, and pity his people f: 


1 the and by compaſſion ; that the Lord may turn 
0 and have compaſſion on thee t; yet will he 

f have compaſſion . but by tender mercies ; 
who croumeth thee with loving kindneſs 


w of and tender mercies ** ; and have mercy upon 
'piti- ne, O God, according to thy loving kind- 
on neſs, according unto the multitude of thy 


hf tender mercies blot out my tranſoreſſions ff; 
as * and (which I think is yet ſtronger) by the 
"ang Verning of the bowels: 1s _ my 
f thou, ear * ? is he a pleaſant child? for 
ice I pale againſt him, I do earneſtly 

er him till; therefore my bowels 
are troubled for him, I will furely have 
¶ mercy upon him, ſaith the Lord tt. And in 
the Ne Teſtament God is reprefcated as our 
father, and defcrib'd to be very pitiful and 
of tender mercy ; the father of mercies, 
and the God of all comfort ||. * 


| Gov, in ſuch repreſentations of himſelf, 
condeſcends to our capacities, and the weak- 
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neſs of our apprehenſions; and we are to 
take care that we do not cloath the divine 
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Nature with the infirmities-of human paſſi - 
ons; and becauſe he ſtoops to expreſs him- 
ſelf in a manner ſuitable to our underſtan- 
dings, level him to our imperfections. Un- 
eaſineſs attends compaſſion in us, which, 
fince tis not conſiſtent with the perfect 


happineſs of the firſt Cauſe, muſt be re- 


mov'd from him. Pity and compaſſion in 
God, ſtand to expreſs the exerciſe of his 
goodneſs to ſuch as are in miſery, or liable 
to it, in manner and degree ſuited to the 
character he bears, of a moſt perfect Being. 
and the wiſe governor of the world. He 


views diſtreſs in the occaſion of it, and 


when he ſees tis incongruods to his being 
a wiſe rector, to ſuffer the offenders to go 
uppuniſh'd ; he however puts off and defers 
(and for a long while) the ſtroke which is 
deſery'd, and waits to be gracious; decla- 
ring, that judgment is hit ſtrange work * ; 
that be doth not affizet willingly, nor grieve 
the children of men f; but on the contrary, 
delights in mercy}, having no pleaſure in 
the death of a ſinner, but rather that he 


ſhould turn from his wickedneſs and live; 


that he would have all men to be fav'd, 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth ; 
that he is long-ſuffering to us-ward, not 


"CCS 


— A 


4 Ii. 28, 21. 1 Lam. z. 33. 1 Mic. To 18. 
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Willing 


it on to a proper 


(33) 
willing that any ſhonld periſh, but rather 


that all ſhould come to repentance. And 


when the afflictions which he ſends for 
amendment gain their defign, and there 
ariſes a motion of return, he never fails of 
doing what is fit to encourage it, and carry 
perfection; and then ei- 
ther takes off his hand, or abates the weight 
of it, by communicating inward conſolati- 
on and ſupport : In a word, tho the Lord i: 
good to all, and his tender mercies are over 
all hir works *; yet he expreſſes peculiar 
and diſtinguiſhing tenderneſs and concern 
for his fincere and faithful ſervants; like to 
that which an affectionate father ſhews to 
his children: As à father pitieth his chil- 
2 6 the Lord pitieth them that fear 


By the fear of God, we may underſtand 
the whole of a religious life ; ſince tis uſual 
in ſcripture to repreſent religion by ſome 
main principle or eminent part of it: Thus 
the knowledge, and love of God, and truſt 
in him, are us'd to ſignify our whole duty; 
and that the fear of God is made uſe of in 
the ſame manner, will a from ſeveral 
3 in the holy ſcriptures: Aud 79 


pa pr | 
man he ſaid, behold the fear of the Lord, 


that is wiſdom f, and todepart from evil is 


P.. 145.9, f Job 28. 28. 
r , under- 


614) 
underſtanding. Fear the Lord, and de- 
part from evil“. And by the fear of the 
Lord men depart from evil. Then they 
that fear d the Lord, ſpake often one to 
another ; and the Lord hearkened and 
heard it. and a book of remembrance was 
written before him for them that ' fear d 
the Lord, and that thought upon his name f. 
Fear God and keep his commandments, 
for this is the whole duty of man f. 


TRE wicked, on the contrary, are de- 
ſcrib'd to be fuch as have not the fear of 
God before their eyes. That they who 
fear the Lord ſtand for ſuch as are ſincerely 
religious, is farther clear from the 17th and 
18th verſes of the plalm where our text 
lies ; But the mercy of the Lord ts from 

everlaſting to everlaſting upon them that 
fear him; and his righteouſneſs unto chil- 
arens. children, to ſuch as keep his cove- 
want, and to thoſe that remember his com- 
mandments to do them, 


Such then fear God, who are truly 
religious; who from a perſuaſion of his 
being, the perfection of his nature, and 
the exerciſe of his providence and govern- 
ment, act with a ſincere concern to pleaſe 
bim, and in order to it are deſirous to Luo 


—— 


—— — — —— 
=” 


Prov. 3. 7, 16. | Mal. 3. 16. $Ecglel, 17. . 
7 N ; 5 py 18 


(615 
his will, that thereby they might be capa- 
ble of conducting themſelves aright, and 


find favour with him. They carefully at- 


tend to his works, and diligently regard his 
revelation, and derive from thence the 
rules and meaſures of their conduct; con- 
ſtantly avoiding what they apprehend to be 
difpleaſing to him whom they fear, and ever 
2 what they conceive upon their 

- enquiries to be proper to render them 
acceptable to him. Toy are always con- 


 cern'd to evidence their ſincerity, by decli- 


ning what is criminal, and complying with 
all the commands of God in ſecret as well 
as publick, when no eye but God's looks up- 
on them; from a ſenſe of hig authority, and 
with a view to the recompence of reward 
he has promis d; and by ſteady and perſe- 
vering endeavours, to make continual ad- 
vances in religious knowledge and practice, 
according to the different degrees of revela- 
tion, and the ſeveral advantages he has fa- 
vour d them with. n <0.-c 


AL which the fear of God ſitly enough © 
. ; ſince, if we take it in the moſt. 
reſtrain'd ſenſe, to Frs an apprehenſion 
of danger from the diſpleaſure of him, who 
is the great creator and righteous governor 
of the world. who is cloth'd: with terrible 
majeſty and arm'd with almighty power, 
and of infinite purity and holineſs; we 
1 thall 


(16) 
ſhall. find it a principle to excite 
| — — and to de- 
part from evil, and is therefore repreſen- 
ted as the beginning of wiſdom® ; and like- 
wiſe a ſuitable motive to: ſecure the beſt 
of Men in this ſtate from finning, when a 
ſtrong and uncommon temptation is ſet 


* 7 


| before them, with every circumſtance of 
| advantage to make it prevalent and effec. 
l tual : And beſides, it ſtands connected with 
| | ſuch conceptions of God, viz. as maker 
z and governor of the world, and poſſeſs d of 
the perfections which render him capable 
of making us either happy or miſerable; 
as will direct us to know (in a good mea- 
ſure) — will be a 5 le to him, and 
o werfully engage us to the practice there- 
5 — woe — conſtant alle univerſal obe- 
dience: and this, probably, is the reaſon 
why tis usd to expreſs the whole of a 
religious life. 3193110 963 © 5102 


| Gy 45: g . 1 asg eln 
4 AND it is no wonder that God, who is 
good to all, ſhould ſhew peculiar favour to 
| ſuch; and that a// the paths of the Lord 
ſhould be to them mercy and truth f. For 
they are his children, bear his image, and 
reſemble him in the moral perſections of | 
| his nature. They are concern'd'for his ho- | 
[ nour, and deſirous to have their hearts and 4 


_ ; 


” >» — — — — — 
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* Prov. 9. 10. | P. 25. 10. 


lives 


ho Rect x tg to e 


ſhould 


thoſe Who fear him. Or if he does not 


to preven 


6 5 


e Cuno td his will: They receive 
every bleſſing om him with affection and 
a und make that uſe of his benefite 
— Fo 1 wh = oy guad When 
os {olicitous 

haabſe purpoſes. © Tie Mighty — ry d 
cable to 

. chat ea doch bach he 
, - | 

— ary 1 he-Thonld, "whe a 
tart evils are coming rowatds them, di vett 
them another way, and prevent cheir fal. 
ling upon them: And without doubt, ma- 
ny ate che evils which he fences off from 


think ſit to prevent evil from falling on 
ſuch, but for the exerciſe aud trial of Their 
virtues, ſuffers diſtreſs to overtake them, he 
moderates the ſtroke, corrects with a fa- 
therly tenderneis, and à merciful intention 

4 evils; goes not to the 
utmoſt of what rigorous Juſtice might prompt 
him co, — does be ' chide for ever.. 
But to deſdend to ſomè particular and re- 
markable inſtauices of His regard and 


endemeſs to thbſe who tor hin . 


. 44 Ni N a TY Xx. id 


o 2 8 


merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering aud 
R * $31 x; 3 D 1. doÞ K. 22 
TITTY; 


onſly'oyprlookstheit many infirmities- The 
character af God is, be Lord, the LordGod 


(6185) 
abundant in goodneſs and truth * ;= forgiv. 
ing iniquity, trumſgrelſion ana os; The pro- 
phet Mircab expreſſes it as matter of g 
admiration; I ho is 4 God like unto t hee, 
that pardoneth- iniquity, and paſſeth by the 
tran gre on. of the remnant of. his hori- 
7 72 iveneſs of ſin is deſcrib'd as 
the {ales his compaſſion ; Being full — 
compaſſion he forgave their munity ; 
for this reaſon: David prays, Accord: 
the multitude: of thy — mercies 


op ”y rranſgrefient f. 


„ 16 inſtance of divine pity n to 
all iniquities; Vio forgiveth all thine mi- 


quities**': Forgrving — ity,  tranſgreſ- 


fron and on, kinds of offence, ſuch as 


the ces. which ſanctiſfed to the purify- 


ing ing of the fleſh ft, could not atone. Thoſe 
facrifices reach'd only to the expiation of 
ceremonial and tical guilt; in defile- 
ments of a moral nature, God deſired not 
ſacriſice: For thou deſireſt not ſacrifice, 


elſe would 1 give it; thou deligbteſt not 


in hurnt- offering. In ſuch caſes, the ſacri- 
fices of God, than is, the ſacrifices which 
are pleaſing to him, are @ broken ſpirit 
A-broken and à contrite heart, G God, 
ano wilt 1 not 0 * f. "FMS ner 


a 4 1 " 
— —_— 


—_— 34. 6. I Moc. 7. 18. 4 Pf 58.38, Pt 
703. 3. f Heb, 9.13. P. 51. 16, 17. 
which 


aw AA. WO 1 a. ans dc n 1 RY 


e 
£% fir: ſubjects for ſuch 9 pardon, 


(19) 
which are usd to deſcribe this fo 


mercy, ate EXC wy 4 Prior. g and ſublime: 
For as the heaven is h above the earth; 


% great is hir | mercy: 1 them that 
fear him: as far ar tbe ea it from the. 


giving 


weſt, ſo far hath he remov'd dur tram ſ- 


Non from #5.; And they that fear him 


No reflection can ariſe to the divine cha- 


racter and government in ſorꝑivi OT: 
The rey dog of God's: declaring — 
ſelf read rgive, is, * — 


fear d; ut — 1 for gi uene ſa me 
that thou mayſt be fear d. This appears 
inthe cleareſt light to «s, who are favour d 
with the laſt and moſt co revelation, 
22 the admirable contrivance of God's 


iving: mercy , thro the /acrifice and inter. 
on of C 


— 


the glory 


have. redemption thro his blood, the for- 


22 F fats, according to the riches of 
grace. Pardon, in this full extent, 
is a f favour, and the foundation of 
true eſſedneſs: "Bleſſed is he whoſe tranſ< 

greſſion is forgiven, whoſe ſin is covered 3 
Vel is the man unto. whom the Lord 


— not * and iu cp Di: 


Da — 02.2 — 
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* 


% 8 I, Fro 


to be expreſs d to ſincere 
Chriſtians, is fully diſcover'd, to. the praiſe of 
of his grace, wherem he hath made 
us accepted in the beloved : In whom we 


[ 

| 

1 

| 

| 
| 
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1 is) tut inalbod;: that: dels kak 


ther overlooks 


wy . 
„in theve at ud nile v. lt in, peculiir to 
thoſe wha fear God. Orders lie under the: 
weight of all wbich they have con 


tracted, and which nothing wichour ines 


> eee A nne 
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God and ara truly religious; are arten 


with — infirmities, peo. 1 — 
appetites paſſions; 

endeavour always to regulate them) 1 
frequently nierrors in conduct; and 
from the ſtate of great wherein 


| temptation 
they are /plac'd in this life. A review of 


theſe frailties g 
ſinefs and ſor 
they are in their cenſures of others. they 
are ſevere upon themſelves; and are folici+ 
tous not ta call by the ſoſt vathe of inf 
anzties, the tithe which may have too 
great a mixture of knowledge and 98 
Ar @ father pitieth his children," fo doth 
many weakneſſes in his chil 
while he ſees that he has a concern to pl 
him in the general courſe of his behayiour, 
and a folicitude (when he is made ſenſiblo 
of having offended) to regain 
z ſincere ſorrow for what he has done, and 
a greater care for the future. In like man» 


ives them aſten great unea- 


— 


* aaa 


„c 


5 * : | | 4 5 ner 
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How charitahle ſoe ver 


22 


e Ho ws : 
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ner aut heavenly Farher- | rs EVEN 
our fra, and — ya  greatoels 
bug variety of temptations which attend 
rhis ſtare; and does not eupect a perſection 
mattainable in the preſent circumſtances, 
in order to aut acceptanen wirh him: He 
indeed ſincere, conſtant, and grow- 
ing obedience 3 but does nat preclude us 
the hope: of hisifavour and Future. happinels 
ſor Chriſt's: fake, on the account of the 
many N ee wy ar- 
OY: - 1055 At 5 
A. 201197 3! 

28 „Gen 1 culiar and: fecal 
nden to them that fear him, under the 
common trials and afflictions, which they 
meet Ar N r reed 
ms „ V do ly * 
„r regdnably . be * 
45 t 9 that God ſhould prevent 
every evil from falling en thoſe who are 
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148 
1 


his children and thereby interrupt the 
8 of which * has ſettled in 

; eſpecially when ſuch 

A 10 is firred to bring about great 

and kind p ; Iu tbeir affliction they 

will ſeek nie carl. Before 1 was afflic- 

ted. 1 went aſtray, but vo 1 have 2 

, 48 15 — — 1 


Preſeut ſeemerth. ro be joyous 
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1 
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« 22) 
thy word Now no. chaſtening for the 
but grie vous; 
wevertheleſ5, aſteruumd it yieldeth the 
Peaceable fruit f ri ighreoufneſs unto them 
which are exerces'd — 4 It will be 
however granted. that ſuch hall be pecu- 
liarly aſſiſted and ſuppotted by him: He 
will be particularly near to them when they 
call upon him, wad will anſwer them; and 
will communicate ſtrength ſuitable to their 
trials, and over - rule thoſe trials to their 
real good and e welfare: All which 
I think the ſcriptures declare fully, and in 
the ſtrongeſt terms. 1 1 1 all their affliction 
de was Micteu, und ibe angel of bis pre- 

1 og a them: in hir laue and in hir 
redtemd them, aud he bare them 

pi carried them all the' days of old f. 
T here 1s none like unto the God of % efurwu, 
wu rideth u« e e 1 the heaven in thy _ 
gd 3s "thy refuge; and un 

_— are | the 2 arme f. He 
hall call upon me, and I will an fuer bim; 
T will be uith bim in trouble, I uill de. 
liver him aud honour him Ft. Aud we know 


that all things work together fir good to 


them "that ſpbe Gad, 10 them who are 
le INE Mey bun n 


— hd — 


We PS er Wd, 12. 1t. N. 1 Thai. 63.9. 
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ab depends liar nv | 
concern; for his children, when they 
ſuffer in his cauſè, 1 the ſake of true 
rellgin. 1 


Ix ey e, and under ey 

tion, Fab by ob God, meet crop hen | 

on from a degenerate world: The princi- 
ples by which zhey are influenc'd, and the 

rules they take to N their actions, 

differ ſo much from thoſe of the generali- 

ty of mankind, that tis no wonder they 

meet with very indifferent treatment; 

and God ſometimes permits the rage of | 

wicked men, like the ſwelling ſea, to riſe 

ſo high as to break thro all boundaries, for. 

the trial of his ſervants, and to give re- 

markable and eminent examples of the pow- 

erful influence that a true and genuine fear | 

of him will have upon minds, even in this 

ſtate of great temptation. When the caſe | 

is thus, tis reaſonable to think, that God | 

is ly near to thoſe who fear him, | 

to help ſupport them, 70 ſirengthen | 

them with might, by his ſpirit, in the in. 
ward man. From hence it was, that the 
firſt Chriſtians were enabled- to rejoice in 
tyibulation, and to count it all joy when 
they fell into divers len ae] I 

that 000 would be faithful, and not ſi 

them to be tempted above what they — 


ww 


1 644) 

able, but would with the temptation alſ6 
mate @ way toefeape, thar they might be 
_ able to bear it; and at laſt! would confer 
on them the crown of life which he had 
promis d: and thus he ſpirit of 2 and 
of God 8. 875 . them. 


nc - God ſbews iar oy to 1 
who fear him, ors pro pi aches and 
they are near their diſſolution. He is pre. 
ſent with them in their ſickneſſes: He | 
| rbeur them un beds of danguifhing +, 
| and bears them up and res' them in all 
their 8 und is ready to heip in this 
| icular time of need, when 
3 . obmfdrt or fur- 
niſh relief. Thus it was with good Aſaph; 
My fleſh and my beart falietb, bur God 
zu rbe ftrengeh of my heart, and my 
tim for cer 4. For this reaſon Davi de- 
clares his reſolution, Nea, rb 1 walk thro 


the vatiey of the ſhadow of death, 5 
Far no evil ; "for thou art "with me, # 


rod. and thy flaff' they tomb 


. * 


ne ** And 
if David had ſuch firnneſs'vf mind, when 
he had a leſs clear view of the conqueſt of 
death, ' and the manner of diſarming the 
king of terrors of his power, of 4 refar- 
tion n S we 


4 * N 
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* 4 Cor. 10. 15. Wh W et; 7. "26. 
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A | | | have 


(25) 
have by the chriſtian inſtitution; how: juſt- 
iy deſetving-and worrhy: of teproach i the 
incere Chriſtian, who has an undue fear 
death? when, beſides the firm expectation 
he bas of the reſence of God with him 
in his laſt and moments, in common 
with the COR — he OR 
more diſtinct pr of ſuture 
nels- and glory "Thar the good chrilfam 
ſnould bear the pains and diſorders which 
are foreruimers of diſſolution, (to which 
our natures have ſuch an averſion) and even 
the laſt ſtruggles of death it ſelf, with ſuita: 
ble and becoming patience, thro divine af- 
ſiftances; is no manner of ſurprze; but the 
contrary. behaviour (I think) may juſtly oc- 
caſion our wonder. And no other reaſons; in 


either a mixture of melancholy in their 
make, or miſtaken ſentiments which they 
have entertain d. I ſpeak of the ſincere chriſ- 
tian only; for ho hype rite's hope thall 
periſh:: So are the paths of ull chat forget 


whoſe | hope © ſhall be cut off, an 
truſt hath — ſpider's url. For what ir 


— —_— a—_ 9 


if Job Loy by, ” 4 ay : 


my apprehenſion, can be aſligu'd for it, unleſs 


God, and the bypocrite's hop s hope bope ball 2 . 
whoſe 


the hope of the hypocrite, tho he hath gain d. 
when God taketh away his ſoul f 5 Ha- 
ving thus Saha the dodrinal Pate. I Lal. 
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| m 7 wick making kindle 
epplicaion ; And, 041 ahne 


* 0 = 7 


— "Turs diſcourſe 7 5 miſtake 
| rs, 'who thought 
pity and co n unbecoming their wiſe 
man. Seneca who was a Stoic, enqui- 
ring whether mercy was a vittut, deter- 
mines that it is a weakneſs of mind, and 
on the acoount af uneaſineſs which attends 
it, unworthy: of him who wauld make | 
pretenſion to the character of a:wile man, 
dr a philoſopher, It muſt be allow'd. in- 
deed, that pity to the miſerable, as inclu- 
ding in it uneaſy and painful ſenſation, is 
not ſuited to a perſect ſtate. and may in 
chis imperfect one rife too high, be miſplac d 
as to its object, want a proper regulation. 
be inactive and fruitleſs, and ſo have little 
worth or excellency in it: but Fa hy 
ſhould be eſteem d unworthy a philoſop 
When tis rightly d. I cannot 
hend. True philoſop y is deriv'd from 
the nature and reaſon of things; and ſince 
OO A OR e 


— % wo SS n Ld as IE db bel af. 


* 2 44 ab nen, querere thoe Ard qui, 9; writ 
enim ut virtutem eam laudant, & 

vocant mi ericordem z hac autem vitium animi eft — 7 — etiam 

witiem puſilli animi : miſericordia eft eeritudo animi — agri- 

tudo autem in ſapientem virum non en. Sen. Edit. Juſt. 


b. p. 210, 211. 
when 


reer, ee 
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= (27) 
when 2 miſerable object is preſented; to 
on views {$0 heian. incentive to proper acts 
it cannot be unbecoming the 
* —— man in chis, ſtate. We are form d 
take by the higheſt wiſdom, in ſuch a manner as: 


ught to be le of the impreſſions of concern 
wiſe 0 be cipabe of and when we attend to 


19W- if them and che deſign for Which they are 
excited. and act accordingly,” we are com. 
plying-only: with the intention of our wiſa 
creator, - and demeaning n 
ſtable: t the preſent. Kate. A things. 


12 Tur object makes it appear; hay 
ſuch who would banith God and a provi- 
dence out of the world, are cruel to man- 
kind. Whoever carefully and with attenti- 
en views this life, not only the inſufficien · 
cy of its enjo wage 05 to give true and laſting 
intiefattion, the variety and greatnels 
of the tronbles which — it, whether 
they ariſe from our ſelves or others; as un -· 
eaſineſs of mind, diſorder and pain of body; 
loſſes and diſappointments, reproach and 
calumny, unkind. and frequently utyuſt 
treatment, and at laſt the ſtruggles and 
dies of death; and at the ſame time — 
wicordia. aye 1. Ae and takes in as much as 
hominem is able, all che numberleſs diſtreſſes 
2 555 which the whole race unavoidably ſtruggles 
dir. Juſt. ¶ with; ſuch an one (I Jay): will ſee the 
ene ſo dark and melancholy, as to wiſh 
when E 2 (if 
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(6 chere ig un humanity 15 
Lace 8 — Aro 


chat ak. 
I: 
The belief of God and a providence, is 


| proper relief When wi have a-firm per- 
fuaſion' that there is à God; firſt! Cauſe, 


who is wiſe,- and powerful! and good; who 
is every where preſent, and intereſts him- 


felf in the concerns of this life; who 
with the tenderneſs of a kind father pities 
them that fear him; how does the darkneſs 
of the former view break and diſperſe, and 
another chearſul and bright ſcene ſucceod 
They who leave out of their ſcheme God 
and a providenee, (one would imagine 
ſhould have ſtrong: and:Convincingrireaſons 
ſor it, and ſhould: ſubſtitute iu the room of 


them, principles more ſolid and convenient. 


I — bluſh to repreſent them In their 
ſentiments, all things : ; ariſe” either from 
blind neceſſiry orgiddy chance; and a con- 
ſidering man would be ready to think, that 
they might put in a juſt claimto * Neue 
racters of tbeit own Princig it 
Tu E true ſecret is, chi ihe: notion of 
God and a providence; there is included the 
idea of a righteous and holy governor, who 
heyy notice of our actions, — will ſevere- 
niſh the finally impenitent and they 


a find in themlelves no inclination to break 
off chair e courſes; that iris therefore 
177 'F- e e MITE: 2111 411. 1 120 Ul their 
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(629) 
their intereſt (as they y appre 


hend that there 


ſhould be no ſuch Being: But they would 


much better, if, conſidering that the 
o0Uncls of God leadeth to repentance, they 
ould be ptevail d upon to ſet heartily about 


the work; that beſides the pleaſure and 


ſatisfaction which would ariſe immediately 
from thence, they might r ood realon 
to expect Deu 1 It under the unavoid? 


able difficulties 'of this life; whereby 


would be enabled to bear them: not with a 


ſtupid hardineſs, but with a manly and ra- 
tional firmneſs and reſolution of mind. T Is 


however; undeniably: clear, that a full 


ſuaſion, that God intereſts himſelf in the af. 4 


fairs of this life, and that his goodneſs diſ- 
poſes him to employ his wiſdom and power, 
to direct, aſſiſt, and ſupport the diſtreſsd; 
and particularly thoſe .of them who fear 
him, is a ſolid and firm ground of confola- 
tion to a confiderate perſon: who attentive- 
ly takes a view of the preſe ſtate and cir- 
cumſtance of things. The Lord reigneth, 


tet the earth before, „ Whereas on the 


contrary, baniſhing God and his wile. and 
kind government out of the ſcheme, throws 
a eur rg e darkneſs over the face of 

OO and renders this ſtate inſupportahle. 
A 


ſince there is ſo little can be offer d for 
the ne of their r ne * 


IA Fra art; 165 T rl 49 W 1117 
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put in the room of a ſirſt. eternal, ui 
powerful, and good Being; whoſe exiſtenct 
5 to be ſo demonſtrably evident from 

beautiful ſtructure of — their 
* as weak as zt. is wenn 
oy cruel. | JH 40 3801 


592 Gave — . From this argument. 
to recommend to you the el fi 
* and well. conducted dne 


b Tue ar are many who, cas ür en 
to Carty, in it the graceful appearance of 
hamanity and goodaeſs, will put on an air 
of great — when objects of diſtreſs 
are d to them; whilſt at the fame 

time t ey are never or ſeldom mov d to the 
real acts of kindneſs, which are ſuited to 
their circumſtances, and which are proper 
for the relief af the afflicted. Such wear 4 
mask. and have not the N chriſtians 


——_ Wr to ane another. 157 vi 


Tk Groom: perſons, the £nGble part of 
pity, by being frequently excited. becomes 
tod much fat the weakneſs of their make 4 
and oſten prevents the due exerciſe of their 
capacity to ſerve the diſtreſs d, chro want 
of early and careful regulation. Beſides. 
this ſenſible emotion, Which is attended 
with the uneaſineſs, gr it is natural to de- 
ſire to get rid of as ſoon as we can, fre- 
"I! quently 


>= > 2. 


\ 


Las 


(ez) 


quently octaſions the exerciſe of undiſtin 
on- The 

worth and value of the objects of pity, are 
to be duly weigh'd. To have a concem 
for the putti 


guiſhing, and injudicious 


of a perſon to death, who 
has render d himſelf dangerous and hurtful 
to ſociety, and by : juſt laws has forfeited 


his life, ariſes from want of judgment, and 
betrays: great weakneſs of mind. Some 


inſtances of pity are to be expreſs d pecu- 
liarly to the worthy when b are in dif- 


trels. God expreſſes ag icular and ſpecial 
78 im ; tho he ir good 


pity to them that fear 
to all, nnd his. tender mercies are over ail 
his works; as there is place, in ſome way 
and degree or other, of thewing our pity in 
like genial tent. 


Wu our pity is true and well- manag d. 
let us endeavour to cultivate and improve it. 
To this purpoſe let us conſider, that fuck 
compaſſion is becoming us as men and chriſ- 
tians, and appears clearly to be our duty, 


by the light of nature and revelation. Why 


has God put in our make fuch tender bow- 
els toward great diſtreſs, but that we might 


be thereby excited to do What is proper 


and in our power, to redreſs it? Is not ac- 


4 
"=. 


tive pity ſuited to our preſent ſtate, where 


rinayoidable troubles muſt be expected, and 


will undoubtedly ariſe ? and is it nor our 


intereſt to be found in the praclice of it? 
L.A do 


(+ 32 * 
do not we hereby wiſely lay in for the like 
_ pity from others. when we our ſelves ſhall be 
in any ſort of diſtreſs ? and in revelation are 
vot we call d upon to be ke God. u 4s 
very pitiful aud f tender mercy; to be 
Ee as our father ald it merciful k. 
And be ye bind one to another, tender. 
hearted +; 1% ing ane another, even at 
Cod for C ſake hath für given you f. 
Be pe therefare . ** off God, as dear 
children, Is it not a reproach to a chriſl 
tian to be without tenderneſs. . 15 
owing to the rich mercy of God, 
Chriſt, chat we are Se any int the mile 
5 * ſig involvd us 71 and ee 2 
the expectation of mo fe in 
in a future ſtate? Conſider, if 7 — elſe 
can effetually prevail, thoſe awful words; 
For:he ſhall have judgment without mercy, 
that hath ſhewed no mercy J. By theſe ar- 
ts let us be influencd to put on (as 
the cleft of God, holy and beloved) bowels 
of -mercies, kindneſs,  humbleneſs| of. mma, 
meekneſs, tong-ſiuffering ; forvearing one 
another and forgiving one another; i any 
man have a quarre] againſt oa even as 
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(33) 
n ne Mud bv N 
4. Ir purieth them Fhat Nr B, 
and phe” Rar of him includes the Whole of 
aud life, this iS n powerful move 
0 1 ene us to 2 t and doſtead) 
k — religion: By a true fear 
3 at is excellent, and 
— ming our reaſonable \natures, and find 
| und happitteſs in P 10 
ariſe from thence but we are ſecure of the - 
favoui preſence: aud aſſiſtances of out hes 
venly Father, in ever «calamity and diſtreſs 
that can beſal us. can ſeriouſly vie 
the numiberleſs miſcricy: chat we are llable 
_ ng and not think it the high 
to have the great creathr and 


os. 2 —.— 4— 7 — 


{ons;: either ro pr 


e pon our minds under 
rene 1 othat in 
the iſſue they — — dor our real ad- 


vantage and welfare? How great a damp 
muſt feine the ſpiritt of thoſe e 
theofear of God before their eyes? hen 
a ſorb and u calamity overtakes 
then, Which baffles rtherskillof their friends 
S —— und they cart, without inctea- 
Cn ſing. eheir milery, look/up-ro rhe Gd that 
2 made them for relief; fince he hus told 
15 them, Bicagft-Lhave out and ye ref 


7 regarded; but ye haut * at nought a 
Ir ber | my 


 Hovt, exceedingly dreadful muſk their:ca& 
be, — + in ehemſel ves the pref; 


Foto 
26ahpt] an be fuld wath\ their iwnidevecess 
animating bo 


_ reliance among the ſamiit in 
not thoſe ——ů—— 


ſuch as «©: linctvaly+ religions. be. cnooHis 


= ae 
my counſel, and would none of my reproof 
Tail aiſo laugh dt: 1 Eil. 
2 our ar cumer- 1 H ben your 
4 defalation,” aud your- Ae- 
. — 4 tubitwind; when diftreſs 

end anguiſb comet upon yo; Then: finals 

Ehey, nall upon ane. but ala all n *. 


* ug death. and — 
wat — their remembnance 
2 HH, knowledge: Ard ard 
# vc fearodft#he Loni v tbrrt 

yoke of> that fruit: bf theo own 


On omar; vo fo rr and ſeręnit: 
at [and ſubmiſſi ue does the tmiy reli: 
gious! man appear in diſtreſs:? Witlr ay hat 
ande humble confidence; 
doeathe to hia heavenly Father and 
theo! aids: deriy d — — bravely 4 
cher affliction; Land at laſt, quic 
mit t death. Lee ee Shen 
fight: Should 


0b 
— re fletctions be ded to caunſider aur“ 
V and turn nnto che Lond. 3 


— a Kinda and render 
them ein times of diſtreſa ?: and 


* dy. 2. ee DOTTED DIES 


on 6 rag 


Wars krebs s 


be rabukes ?-Should nor. we rather . up 


Oy 
rag d to make 8 eſs and remain 
and conſtant therein ? ſince they are 


EZ 4s A f fo ps his 0 


2 Fl AME will 
pit 70 them that fer” bm. 


* Ts e of God's ex 

8 Pry to thoſe who fear ts ad- 
to ſincete chriſtians fg Fe 

wer afflictive providence ; and is 
Det Oh le motive to bear every trial 
which comes from the hand of our heaven- 
ly Father, with becoming patience and 
ination. _ If God pities when he cor- 
rects,.and with the e of an affec- 
onate farher, and is ready to impart ſuita- 
\ſtrengrh ; why ſhould we faint when he 
halte or 1 er our ſpirits to ſink when 


the hands which hang down, and the fee- 
Hr kgees.? We have indeed juſt reaſon co 
urn for. the removal of ſo excellent 4 
pero from, us by death; for op! it js N 
1 it is 2 conſiderable loſs to us. 
10 leave to Sooner to, you Teng & 
e er, not with a deſign to heigh- 
our. ſorrow, for Which there is no 
— ion. — Fe to excite you to an imitation 
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Su was deſcended from à worthy 
ily *, eminent for religion and virtue. 

he care they took to tram ber up in the 
ſear of the Lord, ſucceeded ſo well, as that 
when ſhe arriv d to the age of eighteen or 
nineteen years, ſhe made a publick acknow- 
ledgment of her faith in Chriſt, and of her 
reſolution to expreſs a conſtant regard to 
the precepts of the chtiſtian religion; and 
was receiv'd.jnto the church of which the 
reyerend Mr. Griffith was paſtor. 


1 
„ 1 „„ 7 Th 7: irs } FS 8 16101 2 1 
[1 Su was careful ro 2e 
prayer in her cloſet, and with gtear ferioul- 
5 * 


des join'd in un kau Heeren nd 
by P worſhip. The 200 & ſhe was car- 
3 inſtruQed to pay to the miniſters of 

the goſpel, for their works ſake, did not 
prevent her from ufing her own, judgment; 
Which always 385 the preference to ſuch 
+ who inform d the mind, and imparted light, 
rather than to thoſe who only or chiefly 
Adqreſs d to the paſſions. In her later years 
ſhe read pretry much ; Prep the facred 
Tcriptures,''to which ſbe paid the higheſt 
deference; and ſome devotional pieces. 
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Op ee ee eee : 
* Mr. Tegay, a merchant. of great integrity and reputa- . 
tion, and Mrs. Williams his wife, Who was a gentlewoman, 1 


werg her parents. 


4 , 


By 


, 


| 1 Col ks 
9 5 yo theſe hats debian be had n Ata, 1 


4 * * 
4 
4 


od cat meekneſs and humility, and a calm 


aceable dipoſition. For which rea- 
ſon, when the meſſengers of peace diſco- 
ver d in their diſcourſes any 'of a 
temper contrary to their ch „ſhe ex 
preſs d a great concern. And if be 050 E 
fends not in word," ir a, perfect nan, 


had as juſt a claim to that character 48 any 
I ever knew. When ſhe met with unkind 


or injurious treatment, it was her way to 


mend to others the ſame conduct, from the 
experience the had had of kind interpoſiti- 
ons of providence. © She would ſometimes 


expreſs her grief, that among good chriſti- 


ans there ſhould be ſo little diſcourſing of 


religion; tho ſhe never approv'd of an un- 
if ealonabie introduction of ſuch converſation, 


or a weak management of it. The higheſt 
pleaſure that I ever obſery'd her to _— 
ver; was when ſhe had done ſome gran | 


office to another; and how beneficent and 
charitable ſhe was, TP will be nn 
of by the loſs of her. 


IN relative duties he * 3 Her 


mother, whoſe memory will 2 
eſteemd by every one who had the ſatiſ- 
faction of knowing her, oſten us d to ſay 


of her, (when WY was W that the . 


k F 


refer the affair to God, and would recom—- 5 
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WE" adele e. i mot; I ſubmit. 


er low her incapable f t 
* much "LOT of, art others 
Th, I however al, | 


- „ > 


mein 
wa; 2 
So ruthich is che. reaſon ef my- 4xcarivg 
* feder 


WE 5 

| child. How tender and enga- 

| git -Þndchove Kind and:affectionate 
ive;: I used not tall, In she laſt ill 

neſs, of which ſhe did. qhe did gt diſco- 


VP ver eee bar death; þyt ſaid, 
, Work far me 4p 


en the 
atbdr/ pitighh Gia chil 


pity ibm bat fear 


and calm: äs tber liſe. £313 3 $8 7 {Ft 12022 
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Anm liall we not now: | 
- do r d 
Teo r many years. 2:45 the not perſec 
1 dais ir not our Father's doing? could 
haverdken ber ram. us. much ner? 
proven not a right ao his own fav gute Ra- 
ther than yield to an immotlerate grief. let 
22 to improve ſuch an afflictive 
i vidence 35 ro advance: 3 
ſho was / exemplary in the Ide Oi. 
and to be followers Fr 10 faras the was 
. of =o We are 3 - ey her ; let 
= eater. vigour a meetneſs 
—————— —— in. tight; 
— when we are remov d out of this life, 
We may berecci cbinto a * Perfection 
Tere 3 (inolda 28 % 9! X- 268 
l 24 1 N. 1 8.5 55 
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